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school board. They have to meet No 
Child Left Behind standards and IDEA, 
special education mandates, and the 
only way to meet those mandates is to 
raise property taxes. It is wonderful 
that we are cutting taxes in Wash-
ington, but they are going up dramati-
cally in the State and local govern-
ments. It is a very substantial hit, par-
ticularly for middle-class and mod-
erate-income Americans. 

Again, it is great that we saw 1 
month of job growth, but what about 
these trendlines with regard to college 
tuition? 

What about the trendlines with re-
gard to medical expenses? What about 
the trendlines with regard to property 
taxes? Now we are seeing an explosion 
in gasoline prices. I think that is why 
there is a sense of economic insecurity 
among Americans. 

It is great to take these victory laps 
and put all the spin that one wants to 
put on what is going on with regard to 
job growth, but it is not matching re-
ality in people’s lives. It is not match-
ing with those 1,500 families who are 
losing their major wage earner at the 
Edison Ford plant in New Jersey. That 
is happening across the country, and I 
think it is a shame. 

We will talk a little bit about the job 
deficit in a macro term. We like to talk 
about 300,000 jobs grown in a month, 
but the fact is this is the only adminis-
tration since Herbert Hoover that is 
actually going to be overseeing 4 years 
in office without having any job 
growth, unless there is a miracle that 
we have a job growth of 300,000 a month 
between now and next January. 

There has been roughly 2.6 million 
jobs lost in the private sector, 1.8 in 
the overall sector because somehow or 
another we seem to be growing Govern-
ment for an administration that thinks 
Government is not a good thing. Any-
way, we are seeing job losses where we 
have not seen it before, all the way 
back to the Depression. No other Presi-
dent is going to have overseen an ac-
tual shrinkage of jobs. By the way, just 
for comparison purposes, there were 
about 22 million jobs created in the 
previous administration. So when the 
Democrat presumed Presidential can-
didate talks about 10 million jobs, at 
least there is a record to run on. 

History will show that if we want to 
see job creation in this country, and we 
want to have balanced policies with re-
gard to taxes and budget deficits, then 
we have to make sure we are investing 
back in the American people in a way 
that makes a difference. 

We have seen these manufacturing 
jobs leave America, which has shown a 
reduction in the quality of the jobs 
that are replacing them. We have seen 
a reduction in the number of jobs over-
all. 

I think that to get so focused on 1 
month’s number in celebration is a lit-
tle bit like some of the other things we 
have seen that I think undermine the 
credibility of those who claim every-
thing is so wonderful. There are credi-

bility gaps on all kinds of issues, not 
only with regard to jobs where there is 
a 7 million job deficit from the eco-
nomic report of the President of 2002, 
post-9/11, projecting there were going 
to be 5.6 million jobs and there are ac-
tually 1.8 million less. That is a 7 mil-
lion deficit relative to what was pro-
jected at that point in time. 

We have promised we would cut taxes 
without using Social Security trust 
funds. Well, we used every penny of the 
Social Security trust fund to pay for 
both the tax cuts and the expenditures 
that we made in the country. 

The claim that any deficits would be 
small and short term, well, we all know 
they have not been small. There are 
record deficits right now, $500 billion- 
plus this year. People are talking 
about as much as $5.6 trillion worth of 
deficits in the next 10 years. We are 
seeing a $10 trillion swing in cashflow 
of the Federal Government in the 10 
years that encompass the President’s 
timeframe and analysis. It is hard to 
believe $10 trillion. I have a hard time 
even figuring out what trillion means, 
but it is a lot of money. 

I know each American had $18,000 
worth of Federal debt assigned to them 
when this President came into office. It 
is $24,000 now and it will be $35,000 at 
the end of the term. We are creating an 
enormous amount of debt burden on 
every American as we go forward, and 
there is a credibility problem. One can-
not say they are a fiscal conservative, 
that they are fiscally responsible, and 
have this kind of debtload laid on the 
American people. 

There are also other small issues 
such as the $140 billion miss with re-
gard to the Medicare prescription drug 
plan. That is why people are frustrated 
when they hear about the great news 
that we had great growth in jobs, 
which everybody is glad to see, but we 
do not see it tracking with the reality 
of the other activities that are going 
on. 

I wanted to make the point that 
while we are hearing all of this celebra-
tion, all of this spinning about how 
good this is—and again it is good— 
there were 2.6 million private sector 
jobs lost, the worst record in history. 
The quality of the jobs that are replac-
ing the ones that are lost is substan-
tially less in actual real earnings. Real 
median income earnings last year for 
the Nation were actually negative for 
the first time in decades. Massive defi-
cits are occurring at the very same 
time. We are seeing all of these rising 
costs on health care, tuition, property 
taxes, and gas prices in this country. 

I think there is a serious credibility 
problem. We need a new President who 
will put America first, rebuild our 
economy, and address the real needs of 
the middle class and moderate-income 
elements of our Nation. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. I ask if the Senator would 
yield for a unanimous consent request. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Yes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that during the debate 
time, with respect to the cloture mo-
tions today, that Senator BYRD be al-
lowed up to 40 minutes of the Demo-
cratic time for the purpose of speaking 
as in morning business and that Sen-
ator DAYTON be allowed 10 minutes. 
Each side has an hour so this is our 
time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the 30 
minutes of the majority time be equal-
ly divided, 10 minutes each, between 
myself, Senator COLEMAN, and Senator 
CHAMBLISS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

ask that we be notified when our 10 
minutes is up. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS IN IRAQ 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
this Friday, April 9, will mark the 1- 
year anniversary of the liberation of 
Iraq from the dictator Saddam Hussein 
and his corrupt regime. It was April 9, 
2003, that Iraqis cheered when Saddam 
Hussein’s statue fell in Baghdad. 

When we began Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and as our troops were marching 
on Baghdad, we started the Senate 
every single day for at least 30 minutes 
talking about our troops, what they 
were doing, the successes they had, and 
the heartrending problems they faced. 
We let them know that not 1 day, not 
1 hour, not 1 minute passed that we 
were not thinking of what they were 
doing for our country. 

It is still the case today. Although 
Saddam Hussein’s regime fell 1 year 
ago today, we are still fighting with 
the spirit and the heart that is personi-
fied by our troops on the ground in Iraq 
today. 

At that time, we all talked about— 
and it was written in the newspapers 
and talked about on television—that it 
did not seem like that infamous Repub-
lican Guard had been there. We did not 
meet them on the way to Baghdad. We 
did not meet them in Baghdad, at least 
it did not seem like it. It seemed al-
most too easy. 

This is one person’s opinion, but this 
person believes that when history is 
written about this war, it will say that 
we are meeting the Republican Guard 
right now, that they faded into the 
woodwork and they strengthened their 
numbers and they are coming back. 
They have decided to make their last 
stand because we have a deadline of 
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June 30 when we want the Iraqi people 
to take control of their governance, 
and we want the people to have a say. 
We set that deadline. 

All of those who do not want freedom 
and democracy in Iraq, whether they 
be people who want control inside Iraq 
or whether they are people from out-
side Iraq who want to control the Mid-
dle East and make sure there is not a 
working democracy, all of those forces 
are now coming together against our 
coalition forces. 

This is a very important time in our 
war on terrorism, and our hearts are 
with our troops on the ground. Our 
hearts are with their families right 
now. 

Our hearts are with those brave civil-
ians who have volunteered to go in to 
help stabilize the country of Iraq and 
to get an economy going there. We 
know they paid the price from the hor-
rendous pictures we saw last week. 
Those volunteers who were trying to 
serve were not only murdered in cold 
blood, but their bodies were defiled. We 
will never forget those pictures, and we 
will never forget the pictures we have 
been seeing day after day out of Iraq. 

We are here today to say how much 
we appreciate what they are doing. We 
are also here to say that every one of 
those who have died, they have not 
died in vain because we are not going 
to walk away from this battle. America 
will not cut and run and render those 
great losses meaningless. We will not 
do it because we have a President who 
is willing to stand firm in the face of 
adversity. Our President is supported 
by troops who are every bit as com-
mitted and dedicated as he is to the 
cause. 

This is a very important time. I 
think it is so important that we should 
look at what is happening and make 
sure we are not doing anything which 
would hurt our cause while our troops 
are in harm’s way. 

I have to say I am troubled when I 
hear leaders say this is another Viet-
nam. We have troops on the ground in 
harm’s way. Is it really productive for 
us to be labeling Iraq after 1 year as 
another Vietnam? Is it helpful to heap 
criticism on our President? Is it even 
helpful to be dissecting what happened 
in the run-up on the war on terrorism 
that began on September 11, 2001? Is it 
helpful to be saying who is at fault for 
bad information? Was it the Clinton 
administration or the Bush administra-
tion? Or was it before that? Is that 
what we ought to be talking about 
right now? I don’t think so. 

I think what we ought to be talking 
about right now is how we can come to-
gether as a country and make sure ev-
eryone in America understands the im-
portance of this cause; that we support 
our Commander in Chief, and that we 
support our troops on the ground. 

I have been to Iraq. Mr. President, 
you have been to Iraq. Our Commander 
in Chief has been to Iraq. We know a 
little bit about what it is like. We 
don’t know everything because we are 

not there when the bombs go off. We 
are not there when the missiles are 
launched. But we have been there, and 
we know our troops are the best. They 
are committed. They are doing exactly 
what needs to be done to stabilize this 
country. 

It is not going to be easy. But the one 
thing we must all do is be committed 
to the proposition we can’t fail, and di-
viding our country in half over who 
was responsible for faulty intelligence 
is one way we could fail. 

What we need to be doing is uniting 
our country. This is America’s chal-
lenge. This is our coalition’s challenge, 
that we will stay the course. We will 
make sure a constitution is in place in 
Iraq so the people who have been op-
pressed for so many years, so the girls 
in Afghanistan who have been abused 
and uneducated will have the chance 
for lives all of us dream for our chil-
dren to have, so the people in Iraq who 
were raped, tortured, and mutilated by 
Saddam Hussein and his regime will no 
longer have to fear that kind of treat-
ment because they will be in control of 
their own destiny. We will be there 
with the security to help them see this 
through. 

What we need right now is a united 
country, not a country sniping at our 
President, whether it is on the Senate 
floor or out in the field. 

My time is up. But I think it is not 
productive for us to be divisive at this 
point. We need to be united in support 
of our Commander in Chief and our 
troops on the ground. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 
Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, my 

colleague from Texas noted we need a 
united country. I want to briefly re-
spond to my colleague from New Jersey 
who talked about the economy before I 
talk about the situation in Iraq. 

We had great news: 308,000 new jobs 
were created in March. Yet my col-
leagues from across the aisle say, 
Great news, but; they talk about all 
the celebration, but; and all the spin-
ning, but. But there is no spinning 
about 308,000 jobs. The spinning is in 
the light of good news at a time which 
we should celebrate. 

Americans are worried and concerned 
about their economic future and job 
growth and opportunity. We have good 
news. Why can’t we simply be united? 
Why do we have to take the ‘‘Chicken 
Little’’ approach and say ‘‘the sky is 
falling, the sky is falling’’? We have 
308,000 new jobs, but; Pell grants have 
risen, but; 308,000 jobs, but. We have 
challenges in Social Security; 308,000 
jobs, but. 

The reality is not only 308,000 jobs in 
March, but the Labor Department went 
back and recalculated the job growth 
in January and February. What we 
have is 500,000 jobs over the last 3 
months. 

Why can’t we come together for a 
moment and try not to create darkness 
out of light? Why do we have to dim 
the hopes of the people of this country? 
Confidence makes a difference. Our 
economy runs on confidence. We should 
have confidence based on the facts, and 
based on all the evidence that has been 
there for many months about manufac-
turing growth, investment, and about 
consumer spending, and now about job 
growth. Why do we have to spin and 
twist and turn and create dark clouds 
for political purposes? I hope we can do 
better. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today with many 
mixed emotions and with a firm con-
viction. Foremost among these emo-
tions is a deep sympathy for the fami-
lies who have lost loved ones during 
the recent surge of violence in Iraq. I 
believe there were 32 deaths of our 
servicemen in the last 96 hours. We lost 
one brave marine over the weekend 
who is from Minnesota. My thoughts 
and prayers are with his family and 
with others. 

America will forever be in the debt of 
the brave men and women who volun-
teered. Every man and woman in uni-
form in Iraq and Afghanistan is a vol-
unteer. Many have made the ultimate 
sacrifice. It is with a heavy heart I re-
flect on that. But my prayers are with 
them and my thoughts are with them. 
My admiration is with them, and the 
thanks of every Minnesotan and every 
American is with them for their sac-
rifice and their courage. 

I am of the Jewish faith. We just 
celebrated the Passover tradition, cele-
bration and commemoration of Israel’s 
deliverance from Egypt and from slav-
ery almost 6,000 years ago. One of the 
things about that holiday is in that 
service we have a dinner which is a rit-
ual dinner, and we celebrate. We thank 
God for deliverance. But in that service 
we also talk about not only ourselves; 
it is not enough that God delivered us 
from slavery, but we need to exert our-
selves in the deliverance of others. I 
think that is more than a Jewish tradi-
tion. It is more than an American 
President. Our President reminded us 
it is a universal principle; that freedom 
is not America’s gift to the world, but 
it is God’s gift. 

This is also a solemn time to remem-
ber the genocide in Rwanda 10 years 
ago when we as a Nation stood by and 
over 1 million people were slaughtered. 

This is the anniversary of the fall of 
Baghdad for which the whole civilized 
world should rejoice. It has been a year 
without new mass graves being filled. 
A half million Iraqis were slaughtered 
by Saddam Hussein, by the brutal ty-
rant. It has been a year in which the 
torture chambers and the rape rooms 
are now silent. It has been a year when 
the wealth of Iraq, a nation with mil-
lions of poor people, has not been plun-
dered to sustain the obscene decadence 
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